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Foreword

“Makino”, a generic name of a series of film productions led by
Shozo Makino (1878-1929), “Father of Japanese Cinema”, which
fostered numerous talented directors and staffs including his son,
director Masahiro Makino (1908-1993), can be called the origin of
Japanese film culture. Their activities spanning 18 years from 1919
to 1937, which were initiated by Shozo in the western area of
Kyoto and succeeded to Masahiro, left the gigantic footstep in the
history of Japanese film. Fusing the tradition of Japanese popular
entertainment with modernism, “Makino” films became the driv-
ing force to transform Kyoto into Hollywood of Japan.

National Film Center is co-organizing this exhibition “The
Makino Picture Story” with Art Research Center (ARC) of Ritsumei-
kan University, which is advancing “Makino Project”, the research-
ing project for “Makino” films. The exhibition is composed mainly
of still photos, film magazines and the various articles left by the
Makino family and their staffs, which were shown at the exhibi-
tion held in Kyoto “The Film Culture Flourished in Kyoto — The Fas-
cination of Makino Picture” organized by ARC in 2006. By adding
the materials selected from the collections of both organizers, we
are introducing the artistic genealogy of “Makino” films, which
still brilliantly glorify the history of Japanese entertainment.

January, 2008

National Film Center
The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
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