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@ From the Collection of Toraichi Kono,
Charles Chaplin’s Secretary
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Foreword

The year 2007 is the 30th memorial year since the passing of Char-
les Chaplin (1889-1977), the King of Comedy. His films and charac-
ters he created are loved by his fans all over the world, but it is
little known that his secretary was a Japanese man. Fully trusted
by Chaplin, Toraichi Kono (1885-1971) devotedly worked for him
as his secretary for 18 years from 1916 to 1934, during which
Chaplin had transformed himself from a star comedian to the
leader of the art of world cinema.

National Film Center will hold an exhibition “Chaplin Meets
Japan” in Tokyo, preceded by the exhibition “Charles Chaplin in Ja-
pan” held in Kyoto last year, which made recently discovered
Kono's collection open to the public for the first time. By adding
various materials preserved by National Film Center to Kono’s col-
lection, this exhibition will reexamine the tight relationship be-
tween the King of Comedy and Japan, and the history of the
reception of Chaplin films in this country.

October, 2007

National Film Center,
The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
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