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Foreword

The first film shot by the Japanese cameraman was released in 1899,
and the film studios started being constructed after 1908. Since then
the early system of mass production of film had gradually formed.
However it took ten more years for the birth of the professional film
actress in Japanese cinema. The pioneer actresses, such as Harumi Ha-
nayagi, the first film actress in Japan (SEl NO KAGAYAKI, 1919),
Yoshiko Kawada (SHIMA NO ONNA, 1920), Yaeko Mizutani (KAN-
TSUBAKI, 1921) etc., began to appear in the screens around 1920. It
was mainly brought by the emergence of the new production compa-
nies — Kokkatsu, Taikatsu, Shochiku etc. — and the artistic move-
ment to innovate Japanese cinema, which promoted by the
progressive cineastes those took the contemporary western films as
their models. In the sense, the actress was the symbol of the cinema
in new age.

This exhibition follows the footsteps of the actresses those colored
the screens of Japanese cinema from silent and talkie era through the
golden age after the war with the NFC collection of still photos and
bromides

April, 2007
National Film Center,
The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
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