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Foreword

This year commemorates the 110th anniversary for the film direc-
tor Teinosuke Kinugasa (1896-1982). Kinugasa originally was an
oyama in the theatre world, the Japanese tradition of the actor
playing a role of woman, then was invited by Nikkatsu-Tokyo Stu-
dio in 1917 to start off the first step in his extending film career as
an oyama in a series of Shinpa films (with contemporary plot).
When the role of women began to be played by actresses, he has
converted himself to directing. Since then, Kinugasa had been a
front runner who pioneered many new horizons in the Japanese
cinema beginning with the avant-garde silent films like A Page of
Madness (1926) and Crossroads (1928), then as the major director
of Shochiku's period films bringing Chojiro Hayashi (a.k.a. Kazuo
Hasegawa) to the stardom resulting in a record-breaking box-of-
fice hit with Yukinojo Henge (1935-36), finally as one of the inter-
national maestro in the post war era by the very early Eastman
color film, The Gate of Hell (1953) which won the first Cannes
Grand-Prix for a Japanese film.

This exhibition follows the footsteps of this monumental fig-
ure in the Japanese cinema with the relics of Kinugasa and archi-
val collections of NFC including rare materials from Kinugasa's
grand tour of European countries after the completion of
Crossroads.

October, 2006

National Film Center
The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
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